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SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
Grievance 

MRS J. HUGHES (Kingsley) [9.25 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Sport and Recreation about the 
Special Olympics and a visit I received from Margaret Bush.  I am aware that Trish McLean also visited the 
member for Joondalup, Tony O’Gorman, to discuss some issues of concern, such as the need for funding to 
assist 11 athletes to attend the Special Olympics in Shanghai.  I will put a few things in perspective.  The Special 
Olympics were founded by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, the sister of John Kennedy, in the 1960s.  Today, more than 
one million athletes train and compete in more than 150 countries around the world.  Anyone with an intellectual 
disability who is over the age of eight can join the Special Olympics, and anyone aged between five and eight 
years can participate in the training programs.  However, children under the age of eight are not able to compete 
in the Special Olympics Games.  Every Special Olympics athlete competes according to his or her ability.  
Sports represented at both the national and international Special Olympics include basketball, gymnastics, golf, 
softball, swimming and tenpin bowling, and track and field events.  These games offer year-round sports training 
and competition.  This not only benefits the physical and mental fitness of participants, but also helps athletes to 
increase their confidence and improve their social skills through teamwork and personal development.  It even 
assists participants with public speaking through the athlete leadership program, and offers travel opportunities 
and the joy of competing.  It sets the scene for participants to enjoy, excel in and perhaps even win in their 
chosen field of sport.  The common theme is that most athletes compete or simply join in more than one sport.  
This helps them to develop new skills, make new friends or to simply just enjoy doing new things.   

In Australia, approximately 3 000 athletes are involved in this program, with about 1 000 volunteers in 
39 regions throughout the states and territories.  Events are held throughout the year, with state games held 
annually.  World events such as the Special Olympics Games occur only every four years.  The Special 
Olympics World Summer Games will cover 23 sports with 7 000 athletes from 169 countries.  It will be the 
twelfth World Summer Games and the first to be held in Asia.  This will be only the second time that the games 
have been held outside the United States.  The organisers of the Special Olympics expect the games to attract 
about 40 000 volunteers, 3 500 event officials and thousands of families, spectators and journalists from every 
continent.   

On Tuesday, 18 September, Sydney will host the Special Olympics Flame of Hope, which will be carried during 
the global Law Enforcement Torch Run for the 2007 Special Olympics World Summer Games in Shanghai.  The 
torch will be carried by teams of Special Olympics athletes and law enforcement personnel around the 
spectacular surrounds of Sydney en route to Shanghai, where it will be used to ignite the giant cauldron at the 
World Summer Games opening ceremony on 2 October.  This will be the first time that the torch run has come 
to Australia.  It is a wonderful thing for our young athletes to be a part of that.  The decision to include Sydney in 
the inaugural global torch run recognises the growing contribution of Australian athletes to these games and to 
the international Special Olympics movement, as well as the country’s strong sporting culture.  The Flame of 
Hope will begin its world journey in Athens, as it does for all Special Olympics events.  The torch will be lit first 
at the sacred Pnyx near the Acropolis.  By the time the Flame of Hope reaches Shanghai, it will have travelled 
through 11 major world cities, including Cairo, London, Washington DC, Seoul, Tokyo, Sydney and Beijing.  It 
will be taken around the perimeter of the Opera House, and it will then head to Government House, where an 
official ceremony will be held.  This will be an exciting event that will signify to our athletes in Western 
Australia that their hard work is noted and esteemed.  

Many of the participants are under great strain to raise the funds that they require to travel to Shanghai for this 
event.  Many of the participants are working 40 hours a week, often for a minimal income.  Many of them work 
for Activ Foundation.  Therefore, it is extremely difficult for them to raise these funds.  One of the participants 
will be the first member of his family to leave the shores of our country.  The participants are stopping at nothing 
to achieve the financial capacity that is required to make their participation in this event a reality.  One 
participant intends to sell his vehicle to achieve this outcome, even though he will face a future battle to retrieve 
his loss, and to achieve his other life needs and meet his responsibilities, such is his will to be part of this special 
event.  It is of great importance to these members to participate in their chosen sport and to represent their 
country with pride, considering the great effort they have put in. 

The participants in this event are Bronwyn Russell from Armadale, Russell Nelligan from Banksia Grove, Scott 
Needham from Kalgoorlie, Lisa Honey from North Beach, Dylan Coop from Singleton, Paul McKendry from 
Jandabup, Kelly Myer from Clarkson, Matthew Calkin from Noranda, Jennifer Leonhardt from Joondanna and 
Katrina Knott from Eden Hill.  Members can see from that list that the participants come from all parts of the 
metropolitan area.  These participants will be competing in softball, golf, tenpin bowling and athletics.  Two 
volunteers, in the roles of softball coach and assistant softball coach, will also travel to this event to support the 
participants.  
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A week or so ago, a lady by the name of Margaret Bush came to see me to discuss this event and to stress how 
important it is that these athletes are recognised by the Western Australian government and the community in 
general.  Some other state governments have been contributing to this event for many years.  I am running out of 
time.  However, I must mention that volunteers are essential to the success of this organisation.  I ask the 
government to please make a contribution to this important event.   

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.32 am]:  I thank the member for 
Kingsley for her grievance, and for her advocacy, along with the member for Joondalup, for this very special 
group that does a fantastic job in providing sporting opportunities, in both training and competition, for people 
with intellectual disabilities.  A fantastic effort is being made in this state to provide sporting opportunities for 
people with disabilities.  A range of organisations are doing incredible work to enable these people to achieve in 
their chosen sport at an incredible level.  To assist in that, the state government provides an amount of $650 000 
annually to support athletes with disabilities.  This Saturday, these 10 extremely talented athletes, and two 
officials, from Western Australia will be presented with uniforms in recognition of their wonderful achievement 
in being selected to represent Australia at the Special Olympics World Summer Games in Shanghai in October 
this year.  I understand that the members for Kingsley and Joondalup will be present at that important ceremony.  
The member for Kingsley mentioned some of the sports that will form part of these Special Olympics.  It is an 
incredible tribute to the hard work and determination of these athletes that they have been selected to represent 
Australia at this event.  It is always very special to represent one’s country.  It is an even greater achievement 
when we consider the obstacles that these people need to overcome, and their dedication to preparing for this 
event.  The member for Kingsley ran out of time to mention this matter fully, but we need to recognise the 
incredible job that is done by volunteers.  Volunteers do an incredible job in all sporting organisations.  
However, when the athletes have various disabilities, they often need a higher level of supervision, and that job 
usually falls upon volunteers.  I know, from having being involved on the periphery, and from having witnessed 
what these volunteers do, that they do a fantastic job.  Their eyes light up when these athletes succeed in 
achieving a personal best or in setting a record.  They gain a great reward when they see the heights to which 
these athletes aspire and the achievements they are able to make.   

The state government places great value on participation in sport and recreation.  It is an essential part of our 
culture, and it provides many benefits, including an improvement in the physical and mental wellbeing of people 
in our community.  People with disabilities often cannot participate in a range of activities in our community.  
That makes their participation in sport even more important, because it gives them an opportunity to achieve and 
succeed when other opportunities may be denied to them because of their disability.  Sport is important across 
our community, but it is of particular significance to people who need to overcome specific handicaps or hurdles.  
The state is very proud to be able to support in a range of ways the sacrifices that these athletes and their families 
need to make.   

The costs of participating in events such as the Special Olympics are often higher for disabled athletes than for 
other athletes.  If travel costs are involved, as is the case with this event in Shanghai, they often need to not only 
undertake fundraising, but also make a huge personal sacrifice by putting in a large amount of their own money.  
I am very pleased to announce that, in response to the prompting from the members for Kingsley and Joondalup, 
the state government will contribute $6 000 toward the cost of the team travel to Shanghai to compete as part of 
the Australian team.  The request for funding was initially rejected, because it was assessed on the basis that it 
was a participation event, and the state government does not provide funding for participation events overseas.  
Clearly, that was not the correct assessment of the situation, because these people have been selected to be part 
of the national team.  Therefore, the state government will be making this special contribution.  I wish these 
athletes the best of luck.  I hope they will have an enjoyable and rewarding experience.  I am sure they will 
represent our country extremely well.   
 


